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Executive Summary

1. This is a referral from South Lakeland Local Committee to Cabinet to request a 
review of the repair programme of Windermere Ferry following the fire incident in 
May of this year, with a particular emphasis on the lessons learnt.  The Local 
Committee would also like to ask Cabinet to consider the re-introduction of the 
Windermere Ferry Advisory Committee.

Background to the Proposals

2. Following the fire on the Windermere Ferry on the 27th May 2018, local elected 
Members were very anxious to ensure the ferry was returned to the water and 
back in operation as soon as possible.  

3. There was particular concern regarding the communities on the west side of Lake 
Windermere having to make the long journey around the lake to get to work and 
education.  Many small businesses in and around the villages of Hawkshead and 
Claife also reported that their turnover had been affected over the summer due to 
the reduction in visitors who would normally use the ferry to reach them.  

4. At the South Lakeland Local Committee meeting of 26th September it was moved 
that a referral be made to Cabinet to request a ‘lessons learnt’ review following 
the fire and the time taken to resolve it.  Subsequent to that meeting it emerged 
that the review was already about to start and that it might be beneficial to bring 
the results directly back to the next Local Committee rather than lose any time 
making a retrospective request.

5. Legal advice suggested that the proposer and seconder of the original motion 
and the Chair of the Local Committee be consulted and if in agreement, the 
review would come directly to the Local Committee.  It was agreed by all 3 
Members and so the review report was scheduled for the following Local 
Committee meeting in November.

6. At the South Lakeland Local Committee meeting of 19th November, the review 
report was presented by the AD for Highways which outlined the process to 
repair and re-instate the operation of the ferry, to share the lessons that had been 
learnt from this incident and the measures which had subsequently been put in 
place.  



7. However, a number of Members were concerned that this had not been to 
Cabinet for consideration and following significant debate it was agreed by the 
Local Committee that this issue should continue to be referred to Cabinet.  An 
additional request that Cabinet also considers the re-introduction of the 
Windermere Ferry Advisory Committee was also made.

Finance Comments

The Windermere Ferry Advisory Committee will require administrative support 
and managerial leadership and oversight and therefore will accrue a cost to the 
Council.  Costs will depend on the composition of the Committee and the number 
of times that it meets in the year.

Recommendations

 Cabinet is asked to carry out a ‘lessons learnt’ review following the fire 
on Windermere Ferry.

 Cabinet is asked to consider the re-introduction of the Windermere 
Ferry Advisory Committee 
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